
 
 
 

 

MARCH 2012  NEWSLETTER 

 

Welcome one and all to the March newsletter.  Soon it will be our club’s first Bird Day for the year and it is a 

great opportunity to take along your birds for a judge’s opinion and also to stand them up beside other birds of 

your selected breeds so you can compare and judge yourself as to how you think you are getting on with your 

breeding program.  It is also a wonderful opportunity to get together with other members and just talk chook! 

 

CLUB NEWS 

The auction held 12th February was BIG  . It was a very 
successful day with the kitchen making a very 
handsome profit and the sales were once again in 
profit mode!!.  A very appreciative thankyou to all 
those members young and old alike, who helped on 
the day – in the kitchen, assisting with penning and 
unpenning birds, on the desk, assisting the auctioneer,  
and general help  on the day.  It is the selflessness and 
willingness of club members (and their partners)  like 
these people who make our club such a successful and 
friendly one.  

 WORKING BEE   

 All hands on deck needed for this working bee. 

  Can you use a hammer?   

Can you use a screwdriver? 

Are you handy with a pair of pliers?   

We also need sweepers, pen cleaners, 

coffee/tea makers (got to keep the troops 

supplied!!) 

Can all members please make a really big effort 
and help your club at this working bee. 

 

DATE:    31ST MARCH. 

START TIME:  10AM 

FREE LUNCH. 

FREE TEA AND COFFEE  

FREE DRINKS 

 

 

CLUB NEWSLETTERS 

Email addresses – If you have an email address and can 
receive the newsletters by email this will save the club 
a lot of  postage and paper costs. Please send me your 
email addresses if you are willing to accept the 
newsletters by email.  Thanks. 

DATES:  

AUCTIONS, SHOWS, BIRD DAYS 

ETC. 
 

Pakenham Agricultural Show: 18th March 

Warragul Poultry Club Bird Night: 18th March 

MAFFRA CLUB AUCTION – 25
th

 March 

WORKING BEE – 31
st
 March 

MAFFRA BIRD DAY – 8
th
 April 

Dandenong Young Bird Show  -   

 

**************************************** 
Q.  Why did the chicken end up in soup? 

A.  She ran out of cluck!! 

**************************************** 

AROUND THE SHOWS      

Berwick Agricultural Show.  This was a well run show 
and despite the 36 degrees heat, the day was enjoyed 
by everyone.  Peter Wylie adjudicated for the day and 
gave Bird in Show to Brett Batcheldor’s birchen 
Bantam Modern  

Game. Reserve Bird in Show was Wayne Peachey’s 
Black Standard Langshan pullet.  Champion Standard 
Light was Debbie Sigmund’s White Silkie pullet, 
Champion and Reserve Standard Heavy was Wayne  
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Peachey’s Black Langshan pullets. The Bantam 
Langshan Classes were well attended.  The female 
class  of 14 was won by Len Horton’s black pullet, 2nd 
Len’s Blue pullet, 3rd Debbie Sigmund’s  Black pullet.  

The male class of 6 – 1st and 3rd was won by Len 
Horton, 2nd Debbie Sigmund.  The Rhode Island Feature 
award went to a Bantam cockerel owned by Gunther 

Krohl.  A wet and wild water fight broke out between 
Wayne Peachey, Debbie Sigmund, and Albert Veerman 
with myself coming off the worse for wear although 
Albert (with my assistance and my supply of iced 
water) managed to “cool” Wayne off very well.   

 

Foster Agricultural Show 
Val Bragg was the only member from our club to travel 
the distance to Foster Show.  The day there was 
extremely hot – over 36 degrees which may account 
for the small number of birds presented to Michael 
Jones for his expert opinion.  The show committee had 
fans in the poultry shed and had hosed the concrete 
floor to try and cool the shed and Val reported the 
birds were reasonably comfortable considering the 
heat.  Val scooped the pool with her birds Champion & 
Reserve Champion Softfeather Large, Bantam, 
Hardfeather Large, Bantam and Waterfowl. Bird in 
Show and Reserve Bird in Show.  Congratulations Val. 

 

Warragul Ag. Show 
The weather was the complete opposite to Berwick 
and Foster Shows – it was absolutely soggy! Rain, Rain 
and more rain which must have been very 
disappointing for the organisers of the show.  The 
Poultry section of the show was down on numbers also 
with only 73 birds being shown.  Mr. Peter Wylie was 
the judge and awarded Wayne Peachey’s Large Black 
Langshan Pullet Bird in Show. Congratulations Wayne. 
Graeme Coats won SF Bantam  and Reserve Bird in 
Show with a Bantam Australorp female, John Betts 
Jubilee Indian Game hen won Hardfeather Bantam.  

 

AGRICULTURAL SHOWS IN GENERAL 
It appears the numbers of poultry being shown at 
Agricultural Shows are becoming less and less each 
year.  There are probably a number of various reasons 
why this is happening  but if we of the poultry fancy 
don’t support these shows, even if it is with a handful 
of birds, you may find these wonderful events 
disappearing altogether which would be a real pity.  
Mirboo North decided to stop holding their 
Agricultural Show a few years back and it had a real 
affect on the community.  These little and some not so 

little agricultural shows give everyone in the 
surrounding towns and districts an opportunity to 
show off their wares and animals from home made 
jams, cakes, grandma’s prize rose, childrens artwork, 
dogs, horses, poultry and many other competitions. To 
bring the rural community to the town and mix the 
two together like a good cake!.   These shows are 
where we meet up with old friends, neighbours, make 
new friends, and enjoy the day out with the family.  I 
encourage everyone of this club to try and support the 
agricultural shows and take along some birds and see 
if we can make a difference.  

 
+*+*+*+*+*++*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 

Did you know?  It is impossible to lick your elbow!!! 
+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 

 

NATIONAL POULTRY SHOW IN  

           CANBERRA 

 

        This show comes around once every four 
years hence the name “Chook Olympics”.  It is 
purported to be the largest poultry show in the 
southern hemisphere with over 5600 birds at the 
last one.  (The largest poultry show in the world is 
in Ohio, USA with between 10,500 and 11,000 
birds).   

         Exhibitors travel from all over Australia with 
their precious cargo to attend this special event in 
Canberra and some have been preparing for the 
past four years.   It is very well worth the trip to 
have a look even if you don’t have birds 
entered.There are a few members of our club who 
have entered birds and it will be exciting to see 
them there competing with the rest of Australia!  

         There are so many beautiful and varied 
breeds to look at, trade tables to tempt you and 
so many people of the poultry fancy to talk to, 
you need the two or three days to get around it 
all.  And of course the fantastic Auction where 
money flows out of pockets like water, with so 
many people trying to buy some top quality birds.  
Only birds entered in the show are available for  

Sale and at the last show four years ago a 
recordSum of $750 was paid for a white Silkie 
hen! The show is being held at the Canberra  
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showgrounds on 8,9, and 10 June which is the 
long weekend. I FOR ONE WILL NOT MISS IT!!! 
 

Did you know?  Coca Cola was originally Green!!!!! 

 

 

FIRST AID KIT FOR THE  

POULTRY SHED 

 

If you keep chooks, geese, ducks  or   any other fine 
feathered friend you are sure to come up against an 
accident or illness or two sometime and not just to the 
birds! 

 

The following are some suggestions for a first aid kit to 
keep in or handy to  the chook shed. 

1.   A plastic tool box is a good container 

2.   A notebook and pen 

3.   Torch ( to look for those rotten little red mite or a  

      Sick bird who may be hiding at night) 

4.   Tweezers 

5.   Scissors. 

6.   Small pliers 

7.   Nail cutters 

8.   Leg band cutters. 

9.    Some type of first aid tape/bandage  

10.  Roll of gauze or gauze pads, 

11.  Cotton wool balls. 

12.  Cotton buds 

13.  Antibiotic ointment 

14.  Betadine or Iodine 

15.  Solvita or similar vitamin  

16.   Some kind of  electrolytes  

17.  Bottle of saline solution 

18.  Eye dropper, syringes for medicating. 

19.  Bandaids (for the humans) 

The vet’s telephone number.  

And any other items you think you might find useful. 

These are a guideline only. 

 

NOW THAT’S INTERESTING!! 
 

Did you know that Isa Brown’s should be fed a 
very high protein diet.  Kitchen scraps should be 
kept to a minimum and if you feed mixed grain 

this should only make up a small amount of their 
diet as it is not as high in protein as they need.   

These birds will turn to featherpicking and egg 
eating if they do not get the required amount of 
protein.   

  

         RECIPES 

there is a surplus of them, usually when all those 
pullets you breed start to lay!!  Eggs eggs and 
more eggs.  What to do with them.  Pickled eggs 
are really tasty and it is a good way to preserve 
eggs for the time when the birds decide enough is 
enough and stop laying.  Quiche is also good and 
can use up a few more but what else can you do 
with all those eggs.  I would like some recipes 
please.  I am sure other members are interested in 
solving this problem so I will make a special 
section in the next newsletter for egg recipes.  You 
can email me, write to me, send a fax or 
telephone me, any time but not after 9pm.  My 
email address and telephone number is listed 
below and you can write to me C/- Boolarra Post 
Office, Boolarra.   3870.   

PLEASE HELP!!!!! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Q.  What looks like half an apple? 

A.  The other half.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

If you have any subjects, jokes, recipes or stories 
you would like me to include in the next issue 
please give me a call on 51 696705, fax (same 
number as telephone)  or email me on 
fireglow@netspace.net.au. I would love some 
photos too. 
 

 

Cheers from Debbie 

                                                  

mailto:fireglow@netspace.net.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        


